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If you think you have to leave means facing challeng-es, taking 
the Navy to have a successful �~�s�p�o�n�s�i�b�i�l �.�i�t�b� and domg an 
career, you're all wet. lIDlf:.rtant JO you're proud of. 

We don't have to tell you about f that's your defimtion of 
the financial advantages: A steady success, we're in the same boat. 
paycheck, a �~�a�t� retirement See your Command Retention 
package, an other benefits few Team today. 
civilian jobs can match. Today's Navy. There's really no 

But success means more: It better place to make a splash. 

You and the Navy. Full Speed Ahead. 
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WEPTAC employees 
see start of their new 
engagement facility 

I
n formal ground-breaking ceremonies last Wednesday, Capt. 
Douglas W. Cook, vice commander, Naval Air Warfare Center 
(NAWC) Weapons Division and Capt. Randy Williams, public 

lWrks officer, Naval Air Weapons Station, China Lake, presided as 
the first shovels of desert sand \\ere turned for the newest Weapons 
and Tactics Analysis Center (WEPTAC) wargaming facility. 

Constructed at China Lake in support of the NAWC Weapons 
Divisiol1, the new building represents the final stages of an urgent 
project begun by the Chief of Naval Operations (OP-50) in April, 
1990. The letter from the CNO's office starring the effort read in 
part, "it is particularly critical ... that the number of gaming suites 
in WEPTAC be at least double the current number to ensure that 
WEPTAC continues to have the ability to isolate the individual func
tions that are interacting at the battle-group and battle-force level of 
engagements." 

This ceremony, just 22 months after the release of the CNO letter, 
is a tribute to the Public Works Department and WEPTAC team that 
sped it through the construction cycle, noted Capt Williams. 

The formal request for construction was made to the Naval Facili
ties Engineering Command in June 1990 and design authorized that 
August. Final review was completed in April 1991 and coogressional 
approval carne last November. Mertz Construction of Inyokern was 
awarded the construction contract early this month. Completion date 
is 210 days from the start of lWrk. 

wEPTAC is the Navy's unique multi-station, interactive, player
in-the-loop, computer aided, battle level wargaming faCility. It is one 
of the few simulations that looks at the total battle force require
ments-Are the platforms positioned to maintain communications? 
Is the fighter approaching an Aegis firing zone? Can a potential 
blue-on-blue engagement result? Are tankers properly placed? 
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Nearly 40 years ago 

Ben Lee left Hawaii for Inyokern 
g m::ILI :: 

By l'e22v Shoar 
sdlVvriler 

Just after Christmas in 1954, Ben Lee left 
Hawaii, as he told his wife , "for the 
promised land," in hopes of starting a new 

life for the family. He recently fondly reminisced 
about his 40 years of federal service. 

Now a senior formulations chemist in Explo
sives Development Brancb in the Ordnance Sys
tems Department at China Lake, Lee started his 
federal career in the Army, later switching to the 
Air Force. "I spent a total of 39 months on active 
duty during World War II ," he said. 

It was during this time he met his future wife, 
Betty, on a blind date. "We went dancing on our 
f"!rst date and have been dancing ever since," Lee 

reminisced. He admitted they still celebrate the 
anniversary of the day they met, as well as their 
\\edding 3nmversary. 

After the war, Lee brought his bride home to 
Hawaii, where he attended the University of 
Hawaii. Wanting to do something different, he 
decided to finish his schooling at the University of 
Illinois. Since he had been stationed in Illinois for 
a while when he was in the service, he felt he and 
his wife lWuld be happy there. 

"Of course, going to school and living on $105 
a month from the GI Bill wasn't that easy," he 
laughed 

He heard about the Naval Ordnance Test Sta
tion (Nars), Inyokenl, and picked up and kept a 
recruitment brochure. After graduating with a 

Please see LEE page 5 


